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Special Days in Nebraska

Arbor Day9

Arbor Day is a nationally celebrated observance that encourages tree planting 
and tree care. The first Arbor Day was celebrated in Nebraska in 1872, in response 
to a state proclamation urging settlers and homesteaders to plant trees that would 
provide shade, shelter, fruit, fuel and beauty for residents of  the largely treeless 
plains. On that first Arbor Day, 
more than 1 million trees were 
planted in Nebraska. 

The Arbor Day idea was 
promoted by J. Sterling Morton, 
editor of  the Nebraska City News. 
He later helped the idea spread to 
neighboring states and eventually 
to all U.S. states and many other 
nations. 

Today, Arbor Day celebra-
tions are held all over the United 
States, with the date determined 
by the best tree planting times in 
each area. In Nebraska, Arbor Day is observed on the last Friday in April, which 
is also when National Arbor Day is observed. The Arbor Day Foundation, which 
encourages tree planting and environmental stewardship, has its headquarters in 
Morton’s hometown of  Nebraska City.

To learn more about the foundation and how to celebrate Arbor Day, visit 
www.arborday.org.

9 Source: Arbor Day Foundation.
10 Source: Nebraska Revised Statutes.

Other Special Days10

George W. Norris Day: Jan. 5, to honor the longtime Nebraska politician.
State Day: March 1, the day Nebraska joined the Union in 1867.
Thomas Jefferson Memorial Day: April 13, to honor the U.S. president.
Workers Memorial Day: April 28, in remembrance of  the courage and integrity 

of  U.S. workers.
State Fire Day: Friday before Fire Recognition Day in May, to call public attention 

to the great damage that fire causes to life and property.
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2 Sources: Statistical Abstract of  the United States, Bureau of  the Census, U.S. Department of  Commerce; The Ne-
braska Databook, Nebraska Department of  Economic Development; “Nebraska: The Good Life, and More,” The
NEBRASKAland Foundation Inc., 1998; University of  Nebraska State Museum; Nebraska State Historical Soci-
ety; Lincoln Journal Star.

Uniquely NebraskanUniquely Nebraskan
Nebraska At A Glance2

Location: North-central United States. Bordered by South Dakota on the north, Iowa
and Missouri on the east, Kansas on the south, and Colorado and Wyoming on the west
Elevation: Highest point, 5,424 feet (1,654 meters), in Kimball County. Lowest point,
840 feet (256 meters), in Richardson County
Area (Land and Water): 77,358 square miles (200,358 square kilometers); 16th largest state
Population: 1,739,291 (2003); 38th largest state
Attained Statehood: March 1, 1867 (37th state)
Origin of  Name: From Oto Indian word “Nebrathka,” meaning “flat water” (the
tribe’s name for the Platte River, which crosses the state)
Nickname: Cornhusker State (from the method of  harvesting or “husking” corn by
hand)
Motto: “Equality Before the Law”
Capital: Lincoln
Largest City: Omaha

Notable facts about Nebraska include:
 The American Institute of  Architects declared Nebraska’s State

Capitol to be one of  the modern architectural wonders of  the
world.

 The U.S. Strategic Command, which manages the nation’s nuclear
forces in order to deter military attacks on the United States, has its head-
quarters at Offutt Air Force Base near Bellevue.

 Nebraska has the western hemisphere’s largest area of  sandhill grass-
lands, one of  the most productive cattle-raising areas in the United States.

 Nebraska was the home or birthplace of  William Jennings Bryan,
George Norris, Willa Cather, Mari Sandoz, John Neihardt, John J. Pershing,
Edward J. Flanagan, William “Buffalo Bill” Cody, Henry Fonda, Johnny
Carson, Dick Cavett, Darryl F. Zanuck, Marlon Brando, Fred Astaire,
Malcolm X and Gerald Ford.

 Many pioneer and cattle trails crossed Nebraska, with people using
such landmarks as Scotts Bluff  (now a national monument) and Chimney
Rock, both in western Nebraska. Chimney Rock was the landmark men-
tioned most frequently in journal entries by travelers on the Oregon Trail.
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Fire Recognition Day: Second Saturday in May. Exercises appropriate for the 
subject and day may be conducted by any fire department.

Pioneers’ Memorial Day: Second Sunday in June, in recognition of  those who 
served and sacrificed as pioneers in the settlement of  Nebraska.

Nebraska Czech Day: First Sunday in August. The date coincides with the annual 
Czech Festival at Wilber, which has been designated the Czech capital of  Nebraska and 
the United States.

John G. Neihardt Day: First Sunday in August, to honor the writer and Nebraska 
poet laureate.

Howard’s Day: Sept. 2, the birthday of  John Howard, author of  prison reform 
throughout the world. Observed in the state’s correctional institutions.

American Indian Day: Fourth Monday in September, to honor the first residents 
of  Nebraska and recognize their contributions to the state.

Pulaski’s Memorial Day: Oct. 11, to commemorate the death of  Revolutionary 
War hero Casimir Pulaski. The brigadier general died of  wounds suffered in the siege 
of  Savannah, Ga., on Oct. 11, 1779.

White Cane Safety Day: Oct. 15, to recognize the importance of  the white cane 
as a symbol of  independence for blind people and to remind citizens of  the need to 
keep streets, sidewalks and other public places safe and functional for people with dis-
abilities.

Legal Holidays in Nebraska
New Year’s Day..............................................................................................................................................Jan. 1
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.......................................................................................Third Monday in January
Presidents’ Day......................................................................................................... Third Monday in February
Arbor Day..............................................................................................................................Last Friday in April
Memorial Day...................................................................................................................... Last Monday in May
Independence Day.........................................................................................................................................July 4
Labor Day................................................................................................................First Monday in September
Columbus Day........................................................................................................ Second Monday in October
Veterans Day...............................................................................................................................................Nov. 11
Thanksgiving Day.............................................................................................Fourth Thursday in November
Day After Thanksgiving............................................................. Friday after Fourth Thursday in November
Christmas Day............................................................................................................................................Dec. 25


